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have authority in states, so also the words of a father, to-
gether with moral dispositions, have authority in private
families, and still greater on account of the relationship,
and the benefits conferred: for the parties previously love
each other, and are naturally docile.

7. But yet the education  of separate individuals differs
from public systems of education, as is the case in medicine:
for generally abstinence and rest are good for a man in a
fever j but to a particular individual perhaps they are not $
and the teacher of boxing perhaps does not teach the same
style of fighting to all.    And it would seem that he might
practise greater accuracy in individual cases, if the education
was private 3 for then each is more likely to meet with what
suits him.    But a physician, or a gymnastic, or any other
master, would take the best care of the individual, if he knew
the universal, viz. what is good for all men, or for all of a
certain class ; for the sciences are said to belong, and really
do belong^ to what is general.  Nevertheless there is nothing
to hinder a person from taking good care of an individual,
even if he has no general knowledge $ but if he accurately
examines by experience what happens to each individual, as
some physicians seem to be the best towards themselves,
when they are not able to assist another person in any respect.
But perhaps it would still be not less advisable for him, who
wishes to become an artist or a projector, to have recourse
to the universal, and to make himself acquainted with all the
contingencies of that; for we have observed that sciences
are connected with that:  and perhaps he who wishes to
make men better by education, whether many or few^ should
endeavour to become acquainted with legislation, if it is by
laws that we become good.    For to give a good disposition
to any one and to the particular person entrusted to him
does not belong to every one, but if to any, to hirn who pos-
sesses the knowledge: as is the case in medicine and other
arts of which there is any study and discernment.

8. Should we not then after this investigate from what
quarter or by what means a man might make himself ac-
quainted with legislation, or, as in other cases, must he learn